
Miss Skaife’s 16 before 16 Reading Challenge 

 
 

Pigeon English  
by Stephen 

Kelman 
 
 

 
 

1984  
by George Orwell 

 
 
The Great Gatsby  

By F. Scott 
Fitzgerald 

 
 

 
 

Ender’s Game  
by Orson Scott 

Card 

 
 

To Kill a 
Mockingbird  
by Harper Lee 

 

 
 

Never Let Me Go  
by Kazuo Ishiguro 

 
 

The Hate U Give  
by Angie Thomas 

 
 
 

 
 

Frankenstein  
by Mary Shelley 

 
 

The Book Thief  
by Markus Zusak 

 
 

 
 

The Memory 
Cage by Ruth 

Eastman 

 
 

Five People you 
Meet in Heaven  
by Mitch Alborn 

 
 

 
 

Notes from a 
Small Island  
by Bill Bryson 

 
 

Ruby in the 
Smoke by 

Phillip Pullman 

 
 

Salt to the Sea  
by Ruta Sepetys 

 
 

Refugee Boy  
by Benjamin 
Zephaniah 

 
 

 
 

Life as we Knew it 
by Susan Beth 

Pfeffer 

 

Once you have read a book, see Miss Skaife in GT24 so it 
can be stamped off! 

 

After finishing a book  

Choose between 3-5 questions to answer 

1. What genre is your book?  

2. When was it written?  

3. When is the story set?  

4. How is the setting significant?  

5. What themes, ideas, attitudes is the writer exploring?  

6. What do you think the writer’s intention was for 

writing the novel?  

7. Has the writer changed your perception or 

understanding of the world at all?  

8. Which character(s) do you find the most interesting 

and why? 

9.  Are there flaws with the writing? If so, how? 

10. How does the writer structure their writing? What 

effect do you think they wanted to have?  

11. How does the writer use language for effect? 

12. Who would you recommend this book to and why? 

13. Would you read anymore texts by the same 

author/genre? 


